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Rebels:  It is not just outward sin that is a barrier to our 

prayers; it is also the motive of our hearts.  We are not only 
rebels because we sin; we are rebels because in our hearts 
we are not subjects.  We are rebels to the core.  We must 
first have the right to come into the King’s presence before 
we can hope to have him grant our desires.  Here is where 
the King is separated from every king who has ever ruled on 
this earth.   What the King of heaven and earth has done for 
his subjects is something that even the greatest and most 
benevolent of monarchs on our globe could ever do.  The 
King of kings has given an audience to his subjects.  To the 
most stiff-necked of rebels, to us who have taken advantage 
of his good nature time and again, the King has given the 
right to be heard. 

Justification:  Prayer is an audience with the King.  This 

audience is unmistakably and inseparably intertwined with 
justification, that is, with the fact that the King no longer 
regards us as rebels whom he would just as soon send to the 
hangman, but rather as dear subjects and sons of his 
kingdom, whom he has declared innocent of all sin.  As one 
person has defined “justification” the King sees us “just-as-
if” we’d never rebelled.  If there were no Jesus, then the face 
of the Lord would always be against us.  But there is Jesus.  
Through faith in Jesus, we receive all the blessings that God 
would bestow on his beloved Son, including total and 

complete access to his throne in prayer. 

Proper Respect:  Certainly the King 

of heaven and earth uses the 
title “King” to speak of himself 

in order to remind us also of an 
attitude that we must have as we 

come to him.  Even though, through 
Jesus, the King is most approachable 
and is in fact our dear Father, yet we 
dare not come into his presence 

without due awe and respect.  He is still the Maker of 
heaven and earth.  We have been given a tremendous 
privilege!  This does not negate the respect we owe him.  
The conversation we call prayer  must be begun by 
the King.  First, we need to listen to what he says.  How can 
we hear the King?    Through his Son.  How can we hear 
the Son?  Through the apostles.  How can we hear the 
apostles?   Through the Bible.   This means that we must first 
listen to the Bible.  This is the message of God through his 
Son.   Indeed, until we have heard the King speak to us 
through his Son, we are not ready to pray.  True prayer must 
flow from the words of Christ. 

Bible Reading:  (KEY)  George Mueller of Bristol, 

England, arose early and gave the first half hour of each day 
to prayer.  After pursuing this course he confessed, however, 
that his prayers often became shallow and repetitious.   It 
occurred to him that he should first read the Word of God.  
As he reversed his procedures and spent fifteen or twenty 
minutes with the Bible, he found that he never lacked 
thoughts and words for his prayers.   
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Gifted & growing 
capital Campaign 
Many of our members have been planning and preparing for 
our Gifted and Growing Appeal throughout the summer 
months.  September 15-17 was officially the Kickoff of the 
program to raise funds over and above our regular offerings 
over the next 3 years.  The main purpose of the new addition 
will allow more students to enroll in our Lutheran Elementary 
School.   We are currently filled to capacity, and have had to 
turn some families away.  A new addition will also allow for 
space that has been used by the school to be returned for 
important ministries of the church to carry out as planned 
when our new church was built. (Library, Teen Room, Small 
Bible Study areas, meetings, music lessons, Large Bible Study 
Room, etc.)    Our hope is to have the Capital Campaign 
wrapped up by the end of the year, with a potential for 
groundbreaking sometime in April of 2019.  Watch for your 
opportunity to say, “I’m in!” with your prayers, your time, 
talents, and your financial treasures.   Please pray for the 
success of our Gifted and Growing Program for the welfare of 
God’s kingdom among us and most of all 
– to his glory!     

Prayer Bible Class 
The “Prayer” Adult Bible Class has two more weeks 
remaining; September 30 and October 7 on Sunday mornings 
from 9:20-10:05.  “Prayers for Ourselves and for Others” and 
“Pray Sincerely” and the lessons that remain.   Join us for the 
coffee first, donuts next, and food for the soul the best any 
Sunday morning.   

This is a series of 
lessons is a study of 
the basic doctrines 
of the Bible.  It is an 
opportunity for any 

of our non-members to learn what we preach and teach here 
at Star of Bethlehem in our church and in our school.  It is also 
an opportunity for any of our members to review what you 
may have studied in Confirmation Classes but could use a 
good review for yourself.  This course will conclude by mid-
December with a new session beginning in January.   Classes 
are held each Sunday morning in the Small Bible Study Room 
at the bottom of the stairs.   

Parenting: Lessons Learned from the Bible and Life 
is an alternate Adult Bible Class that is offered in the 
sanctuary each Sunday morning at the same time as our 
Bible Classes downstairs.  Learn lessons from the Bible and 
pick up some hints on parenting from those couples who 
are serving as leaders for the discussion each week.  This 
class concludes on October 7th.  Our nursery is available free 
of charge for any infants and toddlers throughout the Bible 
study hour in the Extended Care Room.   

New Bible Studies 
Beginning October 14th! 

New topics will be available from October 14 - November 
11; “In Defense of the Truth: Apologetics 101” and  
“Fearfully and Wonderfully Made: A Bible Study for 
Women” – a course specifically designed for women.   

 

 
 

We welcome to our 
Star of Bethlehem 
family this month; 

Matthew and Kayla 
Edwards and their children, 

Addilyn and Aria.  May the Lord bless 
their relationship with our Savior among us.   

   
  



Early Bird Bible Study  
Our Early Bird Bible Class will resume on 
Friday mornings, beginning on September 7, 
at 8:00 a.m.  We will begin our study with 
The Book of Philippians.  Come and learn 
why this book of the Bible is such a popular 
one.  It is referred to as Paul’s “Letter of 
Joy.”  Find out why?  This bible class is open 
to any of our men or women who enjoy 
studying God’s Word in greater depth than 
our Sunday morning bible classes are able to 
do.  The study of Philippians will take us 
through Christmas, with a look at the Book 
of Colossians in the New Year.  Join our early 
birds any week.  You don’t need to attend 
every lesson.  If you miss, study sheets are 
available.  This course is led by Pastor G.  
There is no cost.  Just bring your Bible, or we 
have them available here at church.   

Monday Bible Study 

 

October 1:   Sin and the Law 
October 8:   The Saving Grace of God 
October 15: God’s Grace in the Work of Christ 
October 22: God’s Grace in the Work  
   of the Holy Spirit 
October 29: God’s Grace in the Sacraments 

 

 
Avery Whitney Glasel, daughter of Chris and 
Annie Glasel was baptized at Star of 
Bethlehem on Saturday, September 15.  
Elliot James Purpus, son of Brad and 
Stephanie Purpus, was baptized at Star of 
Bethlehem on Sunday, September 16.  Also 
Leticia Stadney and her son, Phoenix Keith, 
were both baptized on Sunday, September 
16.  May the Lord keep them all faithful to 
their baptismal promises and in his loving 
arms throughout life to life everlasting.   

KIDS BIBLE TIME 

& KINGDOM KIDS 
These programs are available each week for Pre-
K through Grade 4, and Grades 5-8 respectively.   
Sincere thanks to all of our Kids’ Bible Hour 
teachers who prepare the lessons and help with 
the reinforcement exercises each week for God’s 
little lambs.  Please bring your children to these 
opportunities to learn more about Jesus, our 
Savior.  And, at the same time, set the pace for 
your family by time in the Word yourself! 
 

 
The Outreach Team has purchased 300 copies 
of the latest WELS outreach movie, “To the Ends 
of the Earth,” which tells the story of the 
Apostle Paul and the work he does to bring the 
Word of God to the people of Philippi.  The 
Outreach team will be handing out the movie 
sometime during the month of October.  Please 
think about ways that you could use this tool to 
help bring the Good News to someone who is 
living without Jesus right now. 

 

SENIORS 
Our next meeting will be on Reformation, 
October 31, at 6:00 p.m.  Barbecue sandwiches 
will be our main course.  Bring a side dish, or 
dessert to share.  Luther will be our main 
presentation.  All senior members, 55 and over, 
as well as spouse, drivers and guests.  Join us for 
this or any of our regular senior meetings, 
activities or service projects.  

M E N ’ S  S O F T B A L L  
Out men’s softball team had a great season!   They 
finished in 3rd Place in the division of our Tuesday 
night league organized by the City’s Park and Rec. 
Dept.  They also received an invitation to 
participate in the City Tournament at the end of 
the season.   They played a good game in the 
tournament against a tough team and came up on 
the short end of a 7-4 score.  Sincere thanks to 
Coach Randy Alf and all the men for representing 
Star of Bethlehem well in our community. 

 

HOMECOMING 
The Wisconsin Luthern 
High School’s Home-
coming activities will be 
on Friday, Oct. 5, at 
WLC’s Raabe Stadium.  
The football game vs 
Pewaukee is at 7:00 
p.m.   Quite a number 
of our young men  as 
well as coaches from 
Star are involved in the 
football program; not 
to mention all those in 
cheer-leading, dance 
team, band, etc. who 
also are involved and 
participating in this 
year’s Homecoming as 
well all those players 
and coaches on  other 
teams throughout the 
week!  Come out and 
support the Vikings on 
Home-coming 2018!   

OPEN HOUSE 
Wisconsin Lutheran 
High School will have 
an Open House on 
Sunday, October 7, at 
6:00 p.m.  All parents 
and potential students 
are welcome to come 
and meet teachers, 
tour the school, and 
see what makes Wisco 
such a Christ-centered 
environ-ment for our 
youth.  
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Holy Spirit:  God certainly hears our prayers even though “we do 

not know what to pray for” (Rom 8:26).  In response to our prayers 
God first nullifies our insignificant petitions for which we prayed in 
our weakness and instead gives us what the Spirit asks for us.   Who 
would go into court, with all of its legal jargon, on his own if he were 
offered for free the best lawyer that money could buy?  The heavenly 
Father has put at our defense an advocate who can take our faltering 
words and wing them with power to ascend to the heavenly throne. 
We have this wonderful advocate to guide us as we speak to the King.  
Jesus specifically mentions praying for the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13).  
We all need to pray more for this special blessing, which our heavenly 
Father is eager to give.  

Best Place To Pray:  Wherever you are.  There are many occasions 
when Jesus went off alone to pray.   No distractions, TV, I-phones, 
interruptions, even other conversations going on in the background.  
Work hard to find your quiet place to pray. 

“Big” Prayers:  We truly honor our Father when we come to him 
with big, bold prayers rather than tiny, timid prayers of little trust in 
his goodness and power.  John Newton’s well-known hymn states: 
“You are coming to a King – large petitions with you bring, for his 
grace and pow’r are such, none can ever ask too much!”   
 

 

Themes for our 
Gifted & Growing Sundays 

October 6-8 

“All that we have, O Lord, comes from you” 

October 13-15 

“Lord, your Word sustains us and makes us grow” 

October 20-22 

“It is our privilege, O Lord, to share in your Gospel ministry” 

October 27-29 

“Enable us, Lord, to reflect your love by our love” 
 

 

From the 
President 

Have you ever heard of our Synod’s “C18 
Program?”  (It’s shorthand for “Christmas 2018.”) 

I hadn’t – until a Star member was kind enough to 
forward material about it to me. 

The C18 Program is designed to support an effort 
to reach one million souls with the gospel prior to 
and on Christmas Eve 2018. 

Impossible?  Maybe not . . . 

Think about it – how many unchurched people do 
you know?  How about friends, relatives, co-
workers and neighbors who either do not have a 
faith in Jesus or who do not have a Christian church 
where that faith is being fed with the true Word of 
God? 

How many people would that be for you?  Dozens 
maybe? 

Our Synod has around 370,000 members.  Doing 
the math, that would only be three invitations per 
member.  Let’s include children here, too, since 
they can share their faith with their friends, too. 

Interesting fact:  Christmas Eve has surpassed 
Easter as the worship service that unchurched 
individuals are most likely to attend.  A recent 
survey found that 80% of unchurched adults would 
seriously consider accepting an invitation, extended 
by a friend, to attend a Christmas Eve service. 

What can you do to participate? 

Simple:  Just sign-up at   
www.welscongregationalservices.net/c18 

In the weeks between now and Christmas Eve 
(there aren’t that many!) you’ll receive weekly 
updates, directing you to various resources and 
ideas.  (Some of them are quite clever!) 

Even the unchurched love the celebration of 
Christmas.  Now, they may love it for the wrong 
reasons (nostalgia, Christmas decorations, parties, 
gift-giving, singing Christmas carols, etc.) but, 
nonetheless, many unchurched individuals would 
find an invitation to attend a Christmas Eve service 
rather appealing. 

But when they get to our church, we’ll give them 
more than candles and nostalgia. 

We’ll tell them about God taking on flesh.  It’s not 
just a baby born – He is Light. 

You in? 

See you in church. 
- Gene Szaj 
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